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JAZZ (High Sierra J azz Band) 
A page from Earl McKee’s book, Echoes of Blossom Peak 

Signed copies of Earl’s book are available in the Museum gift shop 

 
 Earl wrote, “Jazz started in my living room with Leuder Ohlwein, the banjo player from Ireland who married 
Gaynor’s cousin, Terry Sullivan.  Terry had visited Ireland to trace her family’s roots and there she met Leuder playing 
music at the pubs.  On her second trip to Ireland Terry and Leuder married and lived there about two years and had a 
daughter, Diedra.  Leuder was Irish by heart and loved their music, but he was actually from East Germany from where 
he and his family made a daring escape across the Elbe.  Tragically, one of his sisters was shot and killed by the East 
German guards as the family swam for freedom.   

“Leuder and Terry arrived in Three Rivers in 1969. 
“Leuder and I played music together for fun or maybe for dinner at the Pizza Pub (now known as The We Three 

restaurant) on Hwy. 198.  I played guitar, Leuder on Banjo.  We played the White Horse dinner house and lounge.  He 
really knew music… 

“Leuder picked up on talk that there were other local musicians who would like to form a band.  My sister, 
Earleen, a fine pianist, gave us the name of Vic Kimsey in Visalia.  I had heard Doc Ropes of Woodlake play saxophone 
at the old dances; Charlie Castro of Three Rivers was a drummer playing in a country band in Exeter; and Bruce Huddle-
ston played piano for various dinner houses.  I played string bass.  We got together and started practicing and our first 
rehearsal was in my living room. 

“That was the first time I had met Vic Kimsey.  He owned instruments of all kinds, all kinds of horns and could 
play anything with a valve in it, didn’t matter what key, or he could play by ear, had it all in his head and he had perfect 
pitch…. Leuder liked New Orleans style jazz and wanted me to play tuba instead of bass.  Well, I’d never played a tuba 
before, but Pete Sweeney found a sousaphone to borrow that someone in Visalia had made out of several old junkers.  I 
practiced in the barn or locked myself in the bathroom and sat on a chair or on the lid of the john and played along to the 
tapes of jazz bans until I figured how to play the progression.  That is how I learned to play the tuba. 

 “Leuder named our group Jazzberry Jam Band and we got to be pretty well known locally.  We played 
at the Matterhorn restaurant at the early Three Rivers golf course, in Visalia at the Depot Restaurant, and even at a store 
opening in Bakersfield.  I found a used tuba at a music store in Fresno that played so perfectly and bought it for $200 and 
that is the horn I still play.  In 1974, we played a big barn raising party at my new shop.  One time we played at the 
Woodlake Rodeo where the stage was furnished with a piano that was so out of tune, the piano player had to go down a 
half step and play in another key. 

“Jimmy Rivers, the great guitar player who spent so much time with us when Earl III was sick, had a houseboat 
at Rio Vista, on the Sacramento Delta, and Leuder and I went to visit.  Leuder played banjo, I played tuba and Jimmy on 
guitar, we went to the famous Moore’s River Boat west of Stockton, an old paddle wheel steamboat remodeled as a res-
taurant.  Mr. Moore, who looked like Col. Sanders in a white suit and bow tie, invited us to play because the regular 
band was off that night.  We started playing, Leuder played the kazoo, and the place went nuts.  The rowdy crowd 
bought us drinks all night long… this was about 1973, forty years ago. 

Vic Kimsey had a motor home and the little group had quite a few Jazzberry adventures traveling to Oakland, 
San Francisco, and Point Richmond with lots of spontaneous jazz everywhere. 

“In 1976, Leuder quit the band for other endeavors and he said, with charming German accent, ‘I take the name 
mitt me.’ It was just as well because without Leuder the sound was different. We got Stan Huddleston on banjo and re-
named ourselves High Sierra Jazz Band (HSJB).  That is when HSJB put Three Rivers on the jazz map, almost forty 
years ago. 

“The first Jazz Affair, where a half dozen guest bands joined us for three days of constant music, was held in 
1973, when Leuder was still our leader….We’ve travelled to Europe-Ireland, England, France, Belgium, and Germany. 
On the other side of the world, we played in New Zealand, Australia, China, Japan, South Korea, Thailand, and Hawaii.   

“Our first jazz cruise was hosted by Carol and Bob Neuman, originator of jazz cruises, out of Florida.  We 
toured Australia, New Zealand, and Tahiti three times, the Far East, Alaska and Hawaii.  We started small, we all had 
jobs, stayed close to home until our popularity propelled us literally around the world. 
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   March! That means starting to clean up 
the garden and maybe planting some 

early veggies. All this sounds really 
wonderful. Now if I can get up the nerve 
to go into that weed patch. 
   Regarding the Bequette House, I know 

I keep saying “it’s almost done,” but this 
time I know it is within days.  
   The interior is finished except for 

painting, and that we would like some 
help with.  So let’s have a community 
p a i n t i n g  p a r t y .  

Saturday, April 22nd, 10am. Hope you 
can join us. We’ll supply the paint and 
materials. 
   The new 

r o o f  i s 
complete and 
ready for the 

rains.  
 
    We will move the antiques in once the 

paint party is over. Included are several 
pieces that were in the house from 1930-
1996.  
   In other news:  The museum main 

building has been property tax exempt 
since 1991 but when the Society 
purchased the Bequette property we 

have been paying the taxes. We applied 
in 2012 at purchase for exemption and 
were turned down. So we regrouped and 

appealed and found out that we are now 
tax-exempt for all property owned by the 
Society. That is a savings of about $850 
per year.   

Editor’s 
Corner 

with 
Tom Marshall 

Bequette House 
Sunday, May 7th 
1:00pm to 5:00pm 

with 
Ribbon Cutting at 1:00pm 

Did you change your clocks? 

The following is taken from The Old Farmer’s Almanac. 

WHAT IS DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME? 

   Daylight Saving Time is the practice of changing the 
clocks forward one hour from standard time during the summer months, and changing them 
back again in the fall. Find out when the seasons start here. The general idea is that this 
allows us all to make better use of natural daylight, however, DST has many detractors.  Note 
that it’s called “Daylight Saving” (not “Savings”). OK, now that THAT’S out of the way … 
 

WHEN IS DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 2017? 

   When do we set our clocks forward? Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, March 12, at 
2:00 A.M.  Remember to “spring ahead” and set your clocks forward 1 hour (i.e., losing one 

hour). (We do this Saturday night when we go to bed.) 

   When do we set our clocks back? Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, November 5, at 
2:00 A.M.  Now, we “fall back” by setting your clocks back one hour (i.e., regaining one hour). 
(The exceptions to DST are Arizona, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and 
American Samoa.) 
 

WHY IS THERE DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME?  Here’s the short history of this phenomenon … 

   Credit for Daylight Saving Time belongs to Benjamin Franklin, who first suggested the idea 
in 1784. The idea was revived in 1907, when William Willett, an Englishman, proposed a 
similar system in the pamphlet The Waste of Daylight. 
   The Germans were the first to officially adopt the light-extending system in 1915 as a fuel-
saving measure during World War I. The British switched one year later, and the United States 
followed in 1918, when Congress passed the Standard Time Act, which established our time 
zones. This experiment lasted only until 1920, when the law was repealed due to opposition 

from dairy farmers (cows don’t pay attention to clocks). 

   During World War II, Daylight Saving Time was imposed once again (this time year-round) to 
save fuel. Since then, Daylight Saving Time has been used on and off, with different start and 
end dates. Currently, Daylight Saving Time begins at 2:00 A.M. on the second Sunday of 

March and ends at 2:00 A.M. on the first Sunday in November. 

 

www.goldenstatesnacks.com/3rmuseum  

The Museum 
benefits with 

every sale! 

http://www.almanac.com/content/first-day-seasons-2016
http://www.almanac.com/blog/everything-almanac-blog/happy-birthday-benjamin
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Pia is the Woodlake HS and FFA representative to 
our Museum Board and we just had to let everyone 
know how proud we are of Pia and her friends at 
Woodlake FFA. In the photo Pia is 3rd from left. The

 following is from Mr. Jason Ferreira, FFA Advisor 

   Woodlake FFA was recently crowned the 2017 California FFA State 
Champions in the FFA Food Science and Technology Competition. This 
competition tests students knowledge in basic Food Science principles, 
Sensory Evaluation, Product Compliance, Food Safety and Sanitation, as well 
as Product Development. FFA Team members include: Juniors Kiara Benavides 
and Pia Martinez, Sophomore Isabella Torres, and Freshman Jasmine 
Paniagua. This is the first time that California FFA has ever hosted this 
competition. Each of these girls placed in the top 10 individuals overall out of 
13 teams competing at the UC Davis FFA Field Day and State Finals 
Competition on Saturday, March 4, 2017. Kiara Benavides took home 
2nd High Overall Individual, Pia Martinez was 4th High Overall 
Individual, Jamine was 5th High Overall Individual, and Isabella was 
7th High Overall Individual. These FFA ladies will be headed to 
Indianapolis, Indiana in October to compete for the National FFA Food 
Science and Technology Team Title. The history that was made at this 
competition not only gets recorded for Woodlake FFA but also in 
California FFAs history books. These ladies will be recorded as the first 
ever team to be crowned the State Champions in this competition. We 
are beyond proud of the level of commitment and dedication that it 
took to reach this level. The Woodlake FFA program is one of the 
smallest in our county but has worked hard to showcase that it can be 
just as mighty as the others.  

 

The Cookbook 
is Coming! 

Summer 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over 110+ Recipes 

Kitchen Tips &  

and 

The Lighter Side of  

Three Rivers History 

The book will be in a 5x7 
three ring binder style so 

that updates will be available 
every year, with complete 

recipe information including 
some history on the origin of 

the recipe. 

Table Settings 
A sample of what is in our new cookbook! 

‘Table Settings and Simple Etiquette’ have been a part of history and so we felt 
that they should be a part of our History Cookbook. Here is a typical place 
setting for an informal three-course dinner: 
 Two forks, one for dinner placed at the far left, and one for dessert or 

salad positioned directly to the left of the plate. 
 Dinner plate, not on the table when guests sit down. 
 Salad plate, to the left of the forks. 
 Butter plate, placed above the forks. 
 Dinner knife, next to the plate on the right (for steak, chops, chicken, or 

game birds it may be a steak knife). The knife blade should face to the left. 
 Butter knife, placed diagonally across the butter plate. 
 Two spoons, a dessert spoon positioned to the right of the knife and a 

soup spoon to the right of the dessert spoon. 
 Water goblet, placed above the knife. 
 Wineglass, positioned slightly forward of and to the right of the water 

goblet. Coffee cup and saucer placed to the right of the setting, with the 
coffee spoon on the table at the right of the saucer. 

 Napkin, placed between the forks and the knife. 
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2017 Historical Society & Museum Events 

MOUNTAIN STORY TELLING 
March 26   2pm   MKPS Mineral King Room 
Hengst Family stories of early cattle grazing and mountain life 

VOLUNTEER TRAINING 
March 29   1pm to 3pm    If you are interested in being a volunteer, join us. We 
would enjoy showing you our world of history. 

JAZZAFFAIR 2017 
April 7-8-9-10    
Jazz Memorabilia On Display At Museum 

BEQUETTE HOUSE PAINTING PARTY 
April 22   10am 
Community painting interior of house / move artifacts 

LION’S TEAM ROPING 
April 27-28-29-30 
Roping & Western Displays At The Museum 
Programs & Photos From Years Passed 

GRAND REOPENING OF BEQUETTE HOUSE 
May 7   Sunday   12n to 5pm 
Reception, dedication and tours 

REDBUD FESTIVAL 
May 13-14 
Arts & Crafts Show At Memorial Building 

COMMUNITY YARD SALE 
June 3   8am to 3pm 
Save your space for only $10.00 

HOT DOG FESTIVAL 
July 8  -  10am to 4pm 
At The Museum 

NATIVE-AMERICAN DAYS 
September 20-21 
Education Program For 4th Grade Students about Native-American Life In Our Re-
gion. Public Welcome To Observe 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR 
November 4, 9am-4pm 
Senior League, Arts & Crafts Show At Memorial Building 

LIVING HISTORY DAY                          
November Date To Be Announced 
At The Museum 

COMMUNITY CAROLING 
December 2, 5pm-7pm 
At The Museum 


