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THROUGH MY LOOKING GLASSES
by Breathless, Current Newspaper Nov 4, 1955

WALKING THE PLANK FOR 150,000 MILES
by Breathless, Current Newspaper Nov 4, 1955

I am making a scientific study of the
activities of the “Little Men” who are
everywhere throwing the wrenches into
the works. Do you have them in your
house? We do!
They’re the ones who pull the buttons off
the shirts and make children spill milk on
the table cloth and squeeze pomegranate
juice all down the front of clothes.
Father has trouble with the Little Men
hiding his car keys. If he leaves them on
the dresser, they put them in yesterday’s
coat pocket, and vice-versa. They are just
devils with garden tools. They never leave
the shovel where he puts it. if he leaves it
propped up on the porch, they carry it
back of the house. They are really spooky.
Grandma is having a bad time with them
getting the bait out of her mousetraps. She
is determined to catch the mice which are
in our barley, but those Little Men just
aren't about to let her. She carefully sets
them each day with the minutest bits of
cheese and they get it out every time and
never a mouse to show for it.
Those Little Men just love children’s
rooms. When the drawers are nice and
straight they get in and plow them all up
again, with their feet, I suppose. They are
the ones, too, who lay something on top of
what the children are looking for so that
socks can’t be found. One day those Men
hid one of the girl’s shoes so well it was a
couple of days before we could find it.
A friend of mine had her car towed to the
garage because it wouldn’t go and when
the mechanics worked on it, it went fine
and they couldn’t find anything wrong with
it. Definitely the work of those infernal
Little Men. My research has determined
that these Men are in every household and
they are related to the Black Monkeys
which sit on children’s shoulders and
whisper mischief into their ear. They are
sort of related to Harvey, except that
Harvey always seemed to try to make
things easier, while these fellows do their
best to foul everything up.
This promised to be a long and
interesting study. If any of you catch these
Little Men at work, be sure and let me
know because I want a detailed
description of them. As yet, they have not
been seen by any human.

This is a retyping/reconstruction of an email found
in the museum files with a very faded and hard to
read article as an attachment. The date of the
article and its origin are both uncertain. The article
is from either the Northern Hydro Office or
Genealogical Society Quarterly and is about Mr.
Fay Griffes and titled “Walking the Plank for
150,000 Miles.”

“Recently a First Aid Kit was turned
into the Safety Division with the original
contents intact. This in itself is not
unique. The surprising part is that this
First Aid Kit was issued to Fay E. Griffes,
Base Headworks Tender, in July 1919.
The instructions posted in the lid of the
kit states:
These supplies are not to be drawn
upon unless absolutely necessary
because of war conditions making it
almost impossible to obtain medical and
surgical supplies.
Please forward this chest at once to
the Chief Surgeon, 903 Edison Building,
Los Angeles, when no longer in use. Dr.
H.C. Stinchfield, Chief Surgeon.
When Fay Griffes retired in April, he
turned the First Aid Kit into the Northern
Hydro office for return to the Medical
Dept., as the instruction stated. Mr. Roy
Cowden, Supt., Northern Hydro Div.,
forwarded it with some very interesting
facts.
Mr. Fay Griffes was hired on June 5,
1918, as a Base Headworks Tender, and
retired from company service on April 1,
1959. During these 41 years Fay walked
the Kaweah flume every day—seven
miles down and seven miles back. This
walking was not on the road or terrain,
but on the 12-inch plank installed over
the flume for a walkway.

It is conservatively estimated that Fay
has walked the 12-inch plank for a
distance of 150,000 miles, or over six
times the distance around the world.
This is quite a feat when you stop to
realize that much of this time the plank is
wet, or covered with ice or snow.
In his 41 years of service Fay never
had an accident, nor did he ever miss a
day’s work due to illness.
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THE MINERAL KING ROOM
The addition of the Mineral King Room is finally
coming together. It has been a long process but a very
fruitful process for both the Three Rivers Historical
Society (TRHS) and the Mineral King Preservation
Society (MKPS).
The Mineral King group needed a place to call home
and display their history of the Mineral King area. The
Three Rivers Museum needed some additional space
and after several meetings the agreements for the
addition and an architect's rendering came together.
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15 YEARS AND COUNTING
It seems like the grand opening for the museum
was just a couple of years ago and suddenly we are
here in the 15th year. So much has taken place since
2000. So many changes which could not have
happened without the support of our members.

The total footage is 768 square feet. MKPS will
occupy 2/3 of the space and TRHS will occupy 1/3 of
the space. The entire project is funded by a donation
from an individual from the Mineral King group.
It is a win-win situation for both boards. MKPS gets
a home and TRHS gets additional space.
First the outside patio had to come down to make
room for the new addition. Then a new sewer system,
(required by code for total footage) has to be larger
and will go in the week of November 9th. Then the
building starts taking shape with an opening sometime
in late February or March 2016. The Museum will
remain open as much as possible during the
construction phase.

Above photo: Ground breaking for Mineral King Room addition
to the Museum. Left to right; Jim Ingram,
MKPS board, Louise Jackson, MKPS board, Tom
Marshall, TRHS board, and Bob Burke, TRHS
board.

For your support
during our first 15 years
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Just another normal month at the Museum. Received about 100 artifacts from the Wilcox estate,
the Lidabelle Wylie Collection along with events going; Living History Day; 1st Saturday; 15th
anniversary for the Museum; and oh yes, lets not forget the bears in the tree across the highway from
the Museum. Four of them at one time.
The outside patio taken down, getting ready to add about 768 sq. ft.
Here it is November already and events for November
will include 1st Saturday on November 7th; Holiday
Bazaar November 14th. We will have a booth there, so
stop by, say hello, and buy something to help support the
Museum.
And of course the 1st
Saturday in November
wouldn’t be complete
with out a Model A Club
stopping in for a visit.

WHO NEEDS RAVEN’S
WHEN WE HAVE BEARS IN THE TREES
Top Right; After 3 hours in the tree the cinnamon
bear and the black bear both started
down the tree at the same time. Then turned
around and went up.
Bottom Left: Cinnamon bear at top of tree (about 40 feet)
Bottom Right: The black bear circled the Museum and looked
at the hut on the side of the Museum and
thought, hum, nice place to get out of the heavy
rain. Then across the highway and up the tree.
Dody and I have lived in Three Rivers for over 22 years,
which is not long by some families history, but we have never
seen so many bears in town. I think we have them for the
winter because of the amount of food here and not up
higher.

The Lidabelle Wylie Collection Is Here
The remaining collection of Bronze, Bowls, Paintings and Prints are available for sale at the Museum
with several pieces available at the Holiday Bazaar at the Memorial Building November 14th.

3

Three Rivers Historical
Society & Museum
P.O. Box 162
42268 Sierra Dr
Three Rivers, CA 93271
Phone: 559-561-2707
history@3rmuseum.org

www.3rmuseum.org

The Museum will be closed the week of Nov. 9th for some construction work.
2015 Historical Society & Museum Events
NOV

NOV &
DEC

DEC

14, Sat
9am-5pm

Senior League Holiday
Bazaar at Memorial Building
Museum will have a booth.

Nov 15 through
Dec 31

Holiday Gift Shop time at
the Museum. Sale Prices

5, Sat

1st Saturday

05, Sat

60th Anniversary of the
1955 flood that almost put
Three Rivers inside Visalia.
Local folks that were here
during the flood will be
talking about their
experiences at the time.
Three Rivers
Community Caroling
at the Museum

1:30pm to 5pm
DEC

Memorial
Building
12, Sat,
DEC

5pm-7pm

Just one of the many artifacts from
the Chan & Elizabeth Wilcox estate,
donated to Museum

