
 

 The Three Rivers Mozart Festival and the Little Theater 

Here’s the story about the Mozart 
Festival from the Kaweah Magazine, 
July 1960., author Frankie Welch 
——————————————- 
   Each year more and more music 
lovers from all over the San Joaquin 
Valley motor to Three Rivers - six 
hundred of them this spring - to 
attend the 12th annual Mozart 
Festival. 
   This Sierra foothill village, rimmed 
round by the mountains of the 
Kaweah Canyon, has become a 
shrine to the memory of the great 
Austrian composer, wolf Amadeus 
Mozart, who, in his short lifetime 
during the 18th century, produced 
such a wealth and variety of 
incomparable music. 
   The Mozart Festival was founded 
by Eunice Boyd in Los Angeles in 
1941. it was presented there seven 
times, with Dallas Boyd the director. 
Five years ago the Boyd’s brought 
the Festival to Three Rivers, where it 
has been an annual event since. It 
was given at the Three Rivers 
Community Presbyterian Church for 
three years, and the past two years it 
has been staged at the Memorial 
Building. 
   Vocalists and instrumentalists for 
this festival of music are drawn from 
Three Rivers, the San Joaquin 
Valley, and Southern California. 
   Massed chorus, quartet, orchestra, 
and soloists present some of the 
finest music by the immortal Mozart. 
This Spring the might Requiem, 
Mozart’s masterpiece, on which he 
was working when he died at the age 
of thirty-five, was given in its entirety. 
The “Alleluja”, Symphony in G Minor 
No. 40, first movement of “Allegro 
Mollto”, and aria from “The Abduction 
from the Seraglio” were on the 
program at Mozart Festival No. 12. 
   When it was announced that the 
Mozart Chorus, which is a project of 
the Visalia Mt. Whitney High School 

Evening Class, had been invited to 
Visalia, there was a storm of 
protest. Many insisted, and the 
Boyd’s agreed, that the setting of 
great mountains is fitting for the 
presentation of great music. 
   The Mozart Festival will be given 
as usual next year at the Three 
Rivers Memorial Building. May 
21st, the third Sunday in the 
month, has been chosen as the 
date. Many people have already 
marked the date on their 
calendars. 

Here’s another entry from the 
Kaweah Magazine, July 1960 
regarding the Three Rivers Little 
Theater. 
 
   The Three Rivers Players, which 
has been dark for nearly two 
years, flashed back on the local 
scene with a brilliance which is still 
glowing in the Kaweah sky. Led 

and inspired by Jean Caulfield, the 
Little Theater Group performed three 
of Thornton Wilder’s one act plays for 
packed houses on June 16-17-18, 
1960, in the Old Apple House on the 
North Fork. 
   Dallas Boyd, who is now a dramatic 
coach after years on the stage and 
screen, directed the plays. Several of 
the actors were making their first 
appearance on the stage, and some 
displayed talents not even they 
suspected they had. First trimers 
were Kenny Hart,, who had less than 
two week’s rehearsal, Marilyn Hall, 
Cheryl Moore, Ann Alvarado and Bob 
Alvarado. Old times like Jean 
Caulfield, Al Pigg, John Buchholz, 
Mildred and Harry Ginner, Zoe 
Foard, Jack Garrity and Dallas Boyd 
were expected to do all right. And 
they did. 
   It is an important park of our 
community life, and it gives the 
professional people who live here 
and the serious amateurs an 
opportunity to express themselves for 
the benefit and entertainment of 
everybody. 
   There were a number of strange 
faces in the audience each evening. 
Some of these were from the valley 
communities throughout the county, 
and some were traveling people who 
were enjoying an evening of fun 
among us.  
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Did You Know! 
In 1909, a public building called Sequoia Hall was built on the south 

side of the river near the junction of Highway 198 and North Fork Drive 
(near the old bridge that crossed the river going to Kaweah and Giant 
Forest, on a sight donated by Charles Bahwell). It served as a public 
meeting place for town civic and social events, and on Sundays as a 

place of worship. In 1955, because it was too costly to bring the Hall up 
to fire code,  

it had to be torn down. 
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   In the last issue I talked about the passing 
of Joan Thomsen, a niece of Jessie Bequette 
and a good friend, not only to Dody and I but 
the museum and the museum boards work 
on the Bequette House. In lieu of flowers the 
family asked if donations would be made to 

the museum for the Bequette House.  

   I am happy to say that so far over $1,500 
has been received and put directly into the 
Bequette account to help finish the restroom 
and upkeep of the house. I say upkeep 
because it’s not just getting the house up to 
date but the continued ‘upkeep’ of this very 
important part of the museum complex. 

————————–———-———————— 

   As many of you may know the Sequoia 
Foothills Chamber is going through a lot of 
changes right now and one of those is a new 

local phone book. 

   The new phone book will be a joint effort of 
the chamber and the museum and we are 

hoping for fall 2018 printing. 

   Here are the ways you can let us know if 

you want ‘in, out, change and/or AD’: 

Email: 3rphbook@gmail.com   
Write:   
    Phone Book,  

    PO Box 818, Three Rivers, CA 93271 

Look for yellow cards around town. 
Only land line and/or cell will be listed but  
    we need all the info below to contact you 

    to verify information. 

We must have full name, phone number 
including area code (because of cell phones), 
email if available and mailing address.   

Do you want landline and cell phone listed? 

All entries are collected at the museum.  

Editor’s Corner 
with 

Tom Marshall 
Last issue I talked about our water problems. Will, they are still there but with some exciting 
news and support for our museum and its water system. I guess the classification of 

‘community water system’ will stay with us which means monthly testing and a yearly fee.  

   On Wednesday, March 7th Nancy Brunson and I were invited to talk with the board of 
directors for our Community Services District (CSD) here in Three Rivers. They wanted to 
know more about the water problems we have encountered and if they may be able to help. In 

2009 money was set aside for community projects. 

 

Pictured, left to right: 

   Cindy Howell-Oviedo,  CSD 
   Jackie Fletcher, CSD 
   Dave Vasquez, CSD, TCFD 
        Presenting check for $22,500.00 
   Rusty Crain, TRHS 
        Accepting check for $22,500.00 
   David Mills, CSD 

   Tom Marshall, TRHS 

The Support For The Museum Complex Keeps Growing! 

Cub Scouts and Rocky The Raccoon 

The word gets out that the museum is 
the place to go. On Saturday March 
10th, Club Scout Pack 340 from Visalia, 
with their Webelos Den Leader, Tracy 
Whelchel, spent an hour with us 
cleaning up Rocky’s little corner of the 
museum, put in new potting soil and 
flower seeds followed with a tour of the 
museum. Six boys and four adults then 
headed out for a short hike on the Salt 

Creek Trail. The project was part of a scout program to earn a badge doing 
community service. Well, we were pleased that they picked the museum for 
their project. Notice that the boys didn’t want Rocky to get wet in the light rain 
so they gave him a hat. 
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Individual Memberships 

Allison Kathryn 

Bailey Van 

Barrett Robert C 

Barton Jim 

Basham Mo 

Berryhill  Carol 

Britten-Bruns  Daryl & Julie 

Buckley Lynn A 

Burke  Bob & Brenda 

Castro  Charlie 

Chess  Dr. J. Thomas 

Childers  Linda M 

Clark  Bill 

Collins, Jay M 

Condon  Deborah 

Cort Gary 

Darsey Emma 

DeCarteret  Marilyn 

Devol  Sharon 

Elmer  Isabelle 

Ewen  Margie Anne 

Foltz  David 

Haxton  Bill & Anne 

Hicks  Lloyd 

Hopson  Clifford & Mary 

Horobetz Nan-Celia 

Indenbaum Richard 

Ishida Allen 

Jackson  Louise 

Katz Rachel & Steven 

Kauling  Wilma & Kim 

Keter  Tom & Helene 

Laflin Marjorie 

Lambert Olin & Joan 

Lavely  Shivon 

Luceigh  Betty 

Marshall  Tom & Dody 

Martin  Randall & Perri 

Mayfield Darlene 

McCassy  Bonnie 

McConnaughey  Donna 

McKee Chearl 

Miller  William D. 

Montejano Kathy 

Mooneyham  Carlene 

O'Connell  Pat 

Pena  Rita 

Perry  Nell 

Peters Jill 

Purdy George 

Purdy Ralph & Lesie 

Ramsey Kathryn 

Reed  Herb & Deane 

Risi  Marjorie 

Robb  Mark & Dorothy 

Ross Sylvia 

Schwaller Greg & Laurie 

Schwarz  Sue 

Simpson   Marie 

Slinger  David 

Smeck, Woody & Karen 

Smith Judy 

Sparks Thomas & Marilyn 

Spriggs  Steve & Cathy 

Steel  Nadine 

Strauss-Bayless Mary 

Tilchen Mark & Kristi 

Tomi Christy & George 

Turner Bruce 

Tuttle  Jackie 

Weyand Mary 

Whitmore  Tasha 

Wieman  Barbara J. 

Wilson  Anne & Kirke 

Wolff  Susan & Steve 

 

Business Memberships 

Aging in Community 

Arts Alliance of Three Rivers 

Buckeye Tree Lodge 

Donald W. Mosley, DDS 

Dr. Geoffrey Glass 

Gateway Restaurant & Lodge 

ISG Electric, Inc 

Kaweah Commonwealth 

Kaweah Tax Services 

L.E. Britten, Const. 

Lazy J Ranch Motel 

McKeller Family Farms 

Michael F Tharp Associates 

Michael Little, CPA 

Mineral King Preservation Soc. 

Nielsen & Assoc. Insurance 

Sequoia Cider Mill Restaurant 

Sequoia Parks Conservancy 

Sequoia RV Ranch 

Sequoia Sightseeing Tours 

Sequoia Village Inn 

Sierra Mtn Company-Riemers 

Sierra Subs & Salads 

Three Rivers Comm Svc Dist 

Three Rivers Hideaway 

Three Rivers Lions Club 

Three Rivers Mercantile 

Three Rivers Pharmacy 

Three Rivers Village Market 

Three Rivers Woman's Club 

Todd’s Pizza Factory 

Valley Oak Credit Union 

Western Holiday Lodge 

 

Life Members 

Abanathie  Bob & Valerie 

Andrade   Mary & Manual 

Avants  Gerald & Roselyn 

Bartlett  Richard "Barry" 

Bennett  Gail 

Bodine  Doug & Barbara 

Bohannan  Lisa 

Boley  Paul 

Britten  Larry & Kathy 

Britten  Sophie 

Bronzan  David 

Bronzan-Robbins  Marsha 

Burnham  Martin & Ellen 

Burris  Doris 

Caggiano Rachel 

Coombs  Judy & Ben 

Crain  Barbara 

Crain  John & Pat 

Crain  Rick 

Dahlgren  Jeff & Wendy 

Doctor  Julie 

Douglas  Edwin S. 

Drewry  Bill & Bev 

Error  Normita L 

Foster Kevin 

Grant  Mike & Sherry 

Grunigen  Mrs. Dolores 

Hallford   Richard 

Harrison  Renee 

Helgeson  Barbara 

Hohne  Bob & Mary 

Jules  Larry & Diana 

Kenwood  Chuck N. 

Lentz  Wayne & Connie 

Lowther Luella 

Mayer Jean 

McGrew Carol N 

McKee Earl & Gaynor 

Melkonian  Milton 

Morris  John 

O'Neil Peggy 

Peter  Donald 

Roper  C. Kristina 

Savage  Carol 

Schlossin  Chris 

Seligman Kathleen 

Shah  Kris & Gerri 

Thomsen Paul 

Treuting  Carla 

Yates  Maxine 

Ziman  Ron & Kathy 

  

Yearly Memberships Run From July 1—Jun 30 

Life Memberships Are For The Life Of The Member 



 

Three Rivers 
Historical Society & 

Museum 
P.O. Box 162 

42268 Sierra Dr 
Three Rivers, CA 93271 
Phone: 559-561-2707 

history@3rmuseum.org 
www.3rmuseum.org 

Established - December 1991 
Museum Opened 
October 2000 

501(c)3 Non-Profit 
Organization 

Board of Directors 
Tom Marshall, 

President 

Nancy Brunson, 
Vice-President 

Dody Marshall, 

Treasurer/Secretary 

Susan Wolff, 
Docent Coordinator 

Rusty Crain, 
Director 

Bob Burke, 
Director 

Shivon Lavely, 
Director 

Jackie Tuttle, 
Director/Facebook 

Kim Kauling, 
Director 

Louise Jackson, 
Director 

Darlene Mayfield, 
Director 

Julie Britten-Bruns 
Director 

Daryl Bruns 
Director 

 
Finance Committee 

Nancy Brunson 

Mike Little, CPA 

and Rusty Crain 

2018 Events 
JAZZAFFAIR 2017 

April 13-14-15 

LION’S TEAM ROPING 
April 26-27-28-29 

Roping & Western Displays At The Museum 
Programs & Photos From Years Passed 

REDBUD FESTIVAL 
May 12-13 

Arts & Crafts Show At Memorial Building 

SENIOR LEAGUE YARD SALE 
MAY 19,  9am -  3pm 
At Memorial Building 

HOT DOG FESTIVAL 
July 14  -  10am to 4pm 

At The Museum 

NATIVE-AMERICAN DAYS 
September 25-26-27 

Public Welcome To Observe 

Drive Thru BBQ Dinner Night 
October 6, 4pm-7pm 

At The Museum 

LIVING HISTORY DAY 
Date To Be Announced 

At The Museum 

FESTIVAL OF TREES 
November 28, 3:00pm Preview 

November 29, 5:00pm, dinner & auction 

COMMUNITY CAROLING 
December 1, 5pm-7pm 

At The Museum 
 

Handmade 
Walking Sticks 

By Bill Clark are now a 
part of our gift shop 

along with two books 
from Bill Horst. 

 
Oh so many things 

coming in each month. 
If you came in recently 
you will find more now. 

 
Shop in the Museum 

Or 
On-line at 

https://squareup.com/
store/3rmuseum  

https://squareup.com/store/3rmuseum
https://squareup.com/store/3rmuseum

