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THREE RIVERS FOLK,
LIVE OVER DAYS OF
1849

(this issues article is taken
from the Fresno Republican,
Sunday, Feb 7, 1926)

Scenes typical of the days
of 1849 were enacted at
Woodlake, Tulare county,
yesterday, when 250
residents of Three Rivers
descended on Woodlake,
enacted scenes of the
early West. All
participants were garbed
in clothes of the frontier
period. In the (first)
picture are seen four
Three Rivers residents
who occupied a position
behind the first covered
wagon in the caravan. They
are, left fo right, Mrs.
J.H. Butts, who came West
in a covered wagon at the
age of five; Dr. D.D. Nice,
as the 'parson’; Mrs. Frank
Finch, and Ben Packard as
a scout on foot.

The next picture shows
members of the 'Poison
Oak' orchestra of Three
Rivers who furnished music

for the old time dances.
They are left to right;
Jeff Davis in the garb of
“Buffalo Bill"; Al
Brockman, banjo; Frank
Finch, Violin; Ben Hardin,
guitar. Standing in the
rear is Jason Barton,
leader of the caravan,
and seated is Miss
Dorothy Hardin. The
lower left is Commodore
P. Murray of Three
Rivers, the first white
child born in Tulare
county. To the right is
Phil Davis in "Daniel
Boone" coonskin hat, who
was chairman of the
committee arranging for
the caravan and to who
much credit is given for
the success of the day's
program.

A video of the caravan
and the days events has
been obtained and we are
in the process of making a
DVD of the entire video

which is narrated by Ear/
McKee and Blanch Maloy.

It really shows what life
was like in Three Rivers
in the mid 18005,

A lot of work went into
the filming of this event
and it is something that
all of us should see to
appreciate the life we
have today.

Copies of the DVD will be
avarlable soon in our gift
shop. If you would like a
copy let us know. We have
not yet determined a price
but it will probably be in
the range of $25.00 to
$30.00.
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Problem: The Koi Pond on the front of the museum is a major
attraction of our museum building with daily comments about how nice it
is and the ‘calming affect’ it has on our visitors. The pond was built by
the prior owner of the building who installed a single pump and two small
filter baskets for a pond of over 10,000 gallons.

I have studied ponds and talked with a number of people about the size of our pond, the
number of fish that this size pond could hold, the current ‘filter' system on it and what is needed to clean up
the pond and clarify the water for the health of the Koi and Gold fish. We currently have about 40 fish in
the pond, donated by local residents, and the system we have is not the proper system for a fish pond, not to
mention the size of our pond. It requires almost daily cleaning of filters and in order to provide oxygen for
the fish the pump needs to run fwenty four hours a day and with a pump that is not designed for ponds that
means replacing the pump too often at $300 each. The pump is noisy and should be housed to protect it and
quiet the functions. Koi fish and Gold fish both eat algae of f the sides of the pond. That is a good thing for
the pond and the fish but the amount of surface area we have coupled with the heat during the spring and
summer months generates far more algae than is good for the fish and the system.

In September and October we are planning to establish a permanent exhibit of a Native-American village
next to our museum. We are working with local Native-American groups who will be doing the construction of
an authentic Indian Village. The area for this village also has our ‘pond pump’. The pump needs to be moved
this summer in order to properly establish the village. We have the location determined for a new system

and that brings me to our problems solution.
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Last year we went through the process of repairing our

museum and upgrading many of its areas and came out with a museum that I think we can all be proud of.
Now we face the need to not only upgrade the front (first impression) area of the museum but get it ready
for the addition of the only Native-American village exhibit in this part of California.

I am coming to our members and friends to help us in this upgrade and repair and ask for your help with any
amount of donation that will bring us to our goal of $5,500. Remember that all donations to the Historical
Society is tax deductible.

Please call me 561-2707 or email me history@3rmuseum.org with any questions you may have.

Tom Marshall, Mgr. Director

Three Rivers Historical Society is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization



Three Rivers Historical Times

Fire Destroys Lodge

(article taken from the Current Newspaper, June 30,
1950) Sketch done by Lidabelle Wylie.

A fire destroyed the renowned Three Rivers Lodge last
Friday morning, leveled the big two story building within
30 minutes. Five fire trucks
arrived but could not save
the old frame building built
in 1916 by Nellie and Noel
Britten. (located by the
Britten brothers store on
South Fork). Defective
wiring is reported as the
cause of the fire. The
flames started in the attic,
were first seen by Frankie
Welch who notified the
Pettenger family, occupants
of the Lodge.

Lewanda Pettenger called the telephone exchange, and
Dora Ogilvie, then on duty, called the Hammond Fire
Station, who in turn notified Visalia. The Lemon Cove
trucks and the Woodlake trucks called by Visalia arrived
at the fire shortly after the Three Rivers truck. After
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phoning Hammond, Dora immediately called the Three Rivers
stores in an effort to recruit men to fight the fire. Then
the switchboard became flooded with local “curiosity calls’
and a few minutes later the electric power lines were
severed and service was slowed down.

~ A large number of volunteers came and
with back pumps and shovels were able to
keep the fire from spreading to the hill
side or to neighboring homes.

FIRE NOTICES / The telephone
company wishes to remind the community
that ten rings (10 cranks on the phone) to
central signifies a fire emergency and will
take preference over all others.

Bill Swanson has announced that one back
pump (for fire) has been moved from
Sierra Hardware to a permanent station
at the Three Rivers Market. Also, Bill desires that the
following regulations be observed at each pump location. 1)
keep pump in plain sight. 2) keep pumps full of water. 3)
after use, return the pumps in a clean condition.

DO PEOPLE REALLY COME TO THE MUSEUM

We thought you might like to see how many visitors we get during the year. January 2010 we were remodeling.

Visitor Totals JAN  FEB MAR  APR MAY  JUN JUL AUG  SEP OCT NOV DEC
Visitors 2010 closed 379 764 848 902 922 1002 947 767 431 317 198
Visitors 2011 199 206 375 870 889

Here are the top five categories for visitors by country, state and California region for 2010;

Countries State CA by region

1. Germany 1. Texas 1. Southern California

2. France 2. New York 2. Central California

3. Netherlands 3. Missouri 3. Three Rivers

4. England 4. Arizona 4. Northern California

5. Australia 5. Florida 5. Visalia/Woodlake/Exeter
So far in 2011;

1. Germany 1. Texas

2. England 2. Florida

3. Canada 3. Colorado
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Coming Events

JuL 6 ANNUAL MEMBER RECEPTION, 6:30pm fo the newslette
We will review the past year and highlight our coming year. Histor . iz
Y of the
JUL 16 Hot Dog Festival at the Museum, fundraiser, 10am to 4pm oMman's Cjyp
Volunteer Firefighters and Museum ¢ Trembley's
Drive In
ocT 1 Winter hours for museum, 9:00am to 3:00pm daily / v B
cerpts from

local Writepg
books that we
have in gify shop

7-8-9 |Living History Days. Native-Americans
Student classes Friday, Gen Public Sat & Sun

Holiday Bazaar, Memorial Building, Museum booth

NovV 19 /
Community Caroling, location TBA, 5pm to 7pm \

DEC 17

REMEMBER TO STOP BY THE MUSEUM, OPEN DAILY / 9AM-5PM THROUGH SEPTEMBER / 9AM-3PM OCT—MAR

Trail Brochures: We have taken information from an out of
New 01. The Museum print book by Steve Sorensen about Hiking the Sequoias

and put them into brochure form to hand out. Called the
Foothills Day Hikes, they cover two trails off South Fork Drive and two trails off the North Fork Drive. We
will have copies on our website soon. Next comes brochures on historic sites in Three Rivers (August 2011).

THREE Rvens
£ Rivex:

Fe

%

Ladybug Trajy
Garfield-Hockett Traj)

Inside the Museum we are putting up registers of all our Life Members and three plateaus of names of our
generous members over the years. You should stop by and see if your name is on the register and if not let
us know and we can fix that. Puppets, puppets and more puppets. A new crop of them are now in the gif+t
shop. We have been increasing our line of books from local writers and added books on various subjects

relating to our area or area history.

rs Needed

Voluntee o museum BOARD OF DIRECTORS
s over )
A docentis a person that Wa;‘j:?/isitor& It doesn't Tom Marshall President/Mgr.Dir.
and provides '\nformatl0ﬂe;?‘ you have to be an Nancy Brunson Vice-President
m i of our Pat Crain Secretar
rt on the history Y
Z)\fgg or the National Parks. Dody Marshall Treasurer/Archivist
Janine Chilcott Director
we ask that you
As @ doc??;r at least two sho Isabelle Collins Director
\AO‘\\%:IS gh'lfts per month Ornd Carolyn Talley Director
ill train you @ Bobbi Harris Director
mOl'Qa QN \Aﬁ-‘\t’:le\:-\ procedures for Susan Wolff Director
F\:\:(?;I\l'mg with the visitors. Jackie Weeks Director
i ted or have questions about our Gaynor McKee Director
If you are \ﬂ’tereSC:“ us at the Museum oum.org The Board of Directors meet monthly at 9am on the second
docent proggé_‘;gr email us at history@3rmus ' Tuesday of the month. Members of the Society are welcome to
559-561-27 attend. If you have something you wish to bring to the attention
of the board contact Tom Marshall at history@3rmuseum.org
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